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RegScan Inc., in conjunction with our content partner 
Environmental Resources Management (ERM), is pleased 
to announce the launch of the new RegScan WIKI feature 
– easy-to-follow articles that provide clear analysis on 
the newest and most important environmental regula-
tions. Authored by subject matter experts from one of the 
largest consultancies in the world, RegScan WIKI articles 
explain key requirements in plain language.
 
The WIKI feature, which is integrated directly into the 
RegScanOne user interface, was officially unveiled at the 
inaugural RegScan Regulatory Conference in Washington 
D.C., an exclusive event where regulatory experts, govern-
ment officials, and executives from Fortune 1000 compa-
nies came together to discuss the most pressing regulato-
ry and climate change issues facing the world today.
 “With the help of our exclusive content partner ERM, we 
are now able to offer this unique feature to our users,” 
said Ned Ertel, RegScan President and C.E.O. “The regu-
latory landscape is only going to get more complicated – 
especially in light of the Paris Accord – so we are pleased 
to do our part to help simplify the process.”

 The WIKI feature is connected with the My WatchList™ 
Alert System, so subscribers are notified of any changes 
to the underlying regulations. Contact information and 
bios for all authors are included, so readers are encour-
aged to follow up with the authors.
 
About RegScan: 
With a dedicated staff of experts in four U.S. states and Washington D.C., 
and an ever-growing network of in-country resources, RegScan can 
always be counted on as a trusted resource for up-to-date regulatory 
information from every corner of the globe. Do your research and get your 
alerts through the RegScan One system, or have your content exported via 
web services to any online environmental management system.
 
About ERM 
With more than 160 offices in over 40 countries, ERM is a leading global 
provider of environmental, health, safety, risk, social consulting and 
sustainability services. Key sectors served are Oil & Gas, Mining, Power, 
Manufacturing, and the Chemical and Pharmaceutical industries. Over the 
past five years they have worked for more than half of the Global Fortune 
500, helping them understand and manage the sustainability challenges 
that the world is increasingly facing.

www.regscan.com    •

RegScan Launches New WIKI Feature 
with Content Partner ERM
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Paint and coating formulators, 
distributors, and end users must now ask 
if their chemical labels are GHS compliant 
– and if not, be prepared to document for 
OSHA their good faith efforts to become 
so, including an expected timeline for 
reaching compliance.

The industry will also need to determine 
how to integrate such compliance with 
the American Coatings Association 
(ACA)’s Hazardous Materials 
Identification System (HMIS®).

The “Globally Harmonized System” (GHS) 

was established by the United Nations 
to create a unified system for identifying 
and communicating hazardous chemicals.  
In the U.S., OSHA set a June 2015 deadline 
for chemical manufacturers to use GHS 
compliant labels, followed by a December 
2015 deadline for distributors, and June 
2016 deadline for end users.

As such, paint and coating formulators 
must re-classify any products containing 
hazardous chemicals based on a common 
chemical classification system defined by 
GHS.  They must update their safety data 
sheets and use GHS-compliant labels to 
identify their hazardous chemicals.

Paint and coating importers and 
distributors, in turn, must ensure that 
any products with hazardous chemicals 
they sell have GHS-compliant safety data 
sheets and GHS-compliant labels.

Employers with any paints or coatings 
containing hazardous chemicals in the 
workplace, for their part, must ensure 
they have safety data sheets and labels 
for their exposed workers, and train them 
to handle the chemicals properly.

On each GHS label, six specific items 
of data are required:  Product Name 
or Identifier; Hazard Statement; 
Signal Word; GHS Pictogram symbols; 
Precautionary Statement; and Supplier 
Information.  Instead of the familiar black 
and white pictogram symbols previously 
used in safety labeling, Environmental 
Health and Safety (EHS) managers must 
realize that GHS labels now require 
pictogram symbols that convey hazard 
information with a red diamond border.

For those currently using HMIS 
labels for in-plant containers, related 

Easing the Transition to GHS Label 
Compliance for Paint and Coating Industry

Flexible, lower cost options enable organizations to print durable GHS, HMIS, or hybrid labels on demand
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written documentation, and training, 
the question is how to achieve GHS 
compliance and integrate it with HMIS, 
which has been a paint and coatings 
industry standard for decades.  Though 
differences exist in the two systems, such 
as opposite numbering for the level of 
hazard, OSHA allows employers to use 
HMIS in the workplace as long as it is 
consistent with GHS (HCS 2012) and 
workers are properly trained for GHS.  

Implementing GHS labeling can seem 
daunting, particularly to small and 
medium sized businesses, but it does not 
have to be.  While large organizations 
can hire integrators to automate GHS 
software with a bank of printers tied into 
high-end ERP infrastructure, small and 
medium sized businesses do not require 
this approach.

Instead of investing in costly dedicated 
printer/label/software systems, small to 
medium sized companies are easing the 
transition to GHS label compliance.  More 
are turning to flexible, lower cost options, 
such as industrial-grade labels from 
Avery, that allow printing durable GHS, 
HMIS, or hybrid labels on demand with 
existing laser printers and certain inkjet 
printers.

While Avery has been a leading label 
brand in the office market for decades, 
it has just recently expanded into the 
paint and coatings industrial market 
and developed industrial-grade labels 
designed to be GHS compliant, such as its 
UltraDuty GHS Chemical Labels.

Unlike standard labels, industrial labels 
are used in harsh environments like 
warehouses, manufacturing facilities, and 
in the field so must be very durable and 
able to withstand exposure to chemicals, 
abrasion, tearing, moisture, sunlight, and 
extreme temperatures.

The challenge, however, is that to 
be GHS compliant, labels must stay 
reliably affixed without fading or 

becoming unreadable despite harsh 
indoor or outdoor conditions including 
international shipping.  This requires not 
only a durable label substrate but also a 
marine-grade adhesive.

As such, Avery designed its UltraDuty 
GHS Chemical Labels to meet the most 
rigorous GHS requirements.  The durable 
synthetic labels are chemical resistant, 
tear resistant, abrasion resistant, 
and constructed with a marine-grade 

adhesive that is waterproof and passes 
a 90-day seawater submersion adhesion 
test.  Unlike typical labels, which crack 
and harden in harsh conditions, they are 
UV resistant with 2+ years of outdoor UV 
life.  They are also temperature resistant, 
can be applied as low as 10° F, and 
used as high as 220° F in the field when 
printed from color laser printers or 300° 
F when printed from inkjet drum label 
printers.
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“Staying GHS compliant will not only help 
paint and coating industry organizations 
avoid OSHA fines, sanctions, or auditing, 
but also will help them open new global 
markets since GHS is a global standard,” 
says Glen Markham, Vice President of 
Business Development at RightAnswer.
com, Inc., a chemical compliance and 
information specialist.

Markham notes that remaining GHS label 
compliant depends on the durability of 
the appropriate label substrate, getting 
the label content right, and effective 
document management.

“Companies in the paint and coatings 
industry that have long used HMIS 
labels will now also want the ability to 
print GHS labels, HMIS labels, or some 
alternative that will accommodate the 
requirements of both systems,” says 
Markham.  “Such flexibility will help 
ease the industry’s transition to GHS 
labeling and minimize any operational 

disruption.”

To help small and medium sized 
organizations print GHS and HMIS labels 
from their existing printers on demand, 
some companies provide label-printing 
software along with their labels.

Avery, for instance, is one of the only 
companies that provides such GHS and 
HMIS-compliant label software at no cost.  
The Avery Design & Print GHS Wizard 
makes it easy for employees to create 
and print their own GHS and HMIS labels 
from pre-designed templates.  They can 
also create them step-by-step on demand 
at their desk, and even create GHS and 
HMIS hybrid labels capable of satisfying 
both systems.  Most employees will find 
the process intuitive, since it resembles 
creating an office document from pre-
designed templates.

The free software includes all the 
pictograms and GHS compliant 

statements 
needed for GHS 
labeling; easy 
insertion of 
company logo 
or other images; 
customizable 
text; simple 
generation of 
18 types of 
barcodes; and 
a sequential 
numbering 
feature to add lot 
numbers or other 
variable data.  

No download is 
required since 
the software 
operates from 
Avery’s website 
(www.avery.com/
GHS), and GHS 
and HMIS labels 
can be securely 
saved online or 

to a computer.  Besides GHS compliant 
labels, the software is also capable of 
printing other safety labels such as NFPA, 
OSHA, ANSI, and DOT labels.

The GHS and HMIS labels are available in 
a range of sizes to fit drums, totes, pails, 
cans, jugs, containers, and even small 
bottles.  They can be applied to a variety 
of surfaces such as metal, plastic, glass, 
ceramic, polycarbonate, painted surfaces, 
and more.  Similar to Avery’s office labels, 
the GHS and HMIS labels retain Easy Peel, 
smudge-free, and jam-free capability.

For labeling that requires the durability 
of extra lamination, the company also 
offers Easy Align Self-Laminating ID 
Labels, which come with a clear laminate 
so no lamination machine or additional 
layer of tape is needed. The material 
is UV and water resistant, and resists 
scuffing, tearing and smudging, making 
them ideal for use in warehouses, storage 
areas and worksites.

To help companies stay compliant 
for GHS, HMIS, and other regulatory 
situations, including OSHA safety 
communication, Avery has partnered 
with RightAnswer.  Through a portal 
in Avery’s website, RightAnswer offers 
comprehensive online access to over 100 
proprietary, government, and EHS data 
sources with over 11 million documents 
covering more than 400,000 chemical 
substances, all integrated and available 
through a single interface.

“For paint and coatings related 
companies that keep asking EHS 
managers to do more with less, Avery’s 
partnering with RightAnswer can help 
them stay not only GHS and HMIS label 
compliant, but also up to date on the 
chemical issues they’re concerned about,” 
says Markham.  “It’s an online one-stop 
chemical compliance and information 
solution that’s offered at a discount 
through the Avery website portal.”

www.avery.com/GHS    •
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 Discover your software solution today!
 
With a dedicated staff of experts in four 
U.S. states and Washington D.C., and an 
ever-growing network of in-country 
resources, RegScan can always be counted 
on as a trusted resource for up-to-date 
regulatory information from every corner 
of the globe. RegScan has consistently out-
paced a growing league of competitors in 
the industry niche we incepted, by offering 
unique solutions to our Fortune 1000 
customer base. Whatever business you’re 
in, we can assist you with your compli-
ance needs. Our vast product line includes 
online compliance solutions for a variety 
of industries:
• Manufacturing
• Transportation
• Energy
• Chemicals and more!
 
RegScan’s unique online tools enable easy 
access to, and interpretations of, global 
environmental regulations and opera-
tional standards. Do your research and 
get your alerts through the RegScan One 
system, or have your content exported via 
web services to any online environmental 
management system. Users of the RegScan 
One system can create custom legal regis-
ters and audit protocols for more than 140 
jurisdictions. Access the interface in five 
languages:
• English
• French
• Spanish
• German
 
Educational Resources
 
Webinars
RegScan understands that staying in 
compliance is critical. But it doesn’t have 
to be complicated. That is why we host 
webinars several times throughout the 

RegScan 
One Global 
Regulatory 

Software
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year that help our clients tackle ev-
er-evolving problems in the EHS industry. 
Prior topics covered included regulatory 
overviews, the Changing Role of the EHS 
Manager, and ISO 14001:2015. Such 
topics specifically address the newest 
industry standards while banishing 
compliance confusion, provide necessary 
tools to manage today’s EHS challenges 
and reduce time and money spent on 
compliance activities.
 
Tutorials
RegScan also produces a number of 
helpful videos for our users. They answer 
most commonly asked questions on using 
the RegScan One interface. You may wish 
to visit our Informational & Tutorial 
Videos Page prior to submitting a ticket 
to see if your question can be answered 
with the assistance of one of these videos.
 
Conference
And now RegScan has gone beyond the 
computer screen to bring partners and 
clients their first ever Inaugural Regula-
tory Conference. Government officials, 
regulatory experts and executives from 
Fortune 1000 companies will gather on 
Capitol Hill in Washington D.C. on May 
24th-25th, and be among the first to 
learn what the Environmental Protection 
Agency has planned for 2017 and beyond. 
And with RegScan, sometimes it is all fun 
and games. We’re taking everyone out to 
the ballgame with box seats for the Wash-
ington Nationals as they host the National 
League Champion New York Mets.
 

Tracking Regulatory Change
 
Strikethrough
Strikethrough allows you to effortlessly 
see the amendment history of a regula-
tion by comparing the current regulation 
with an earlier or future version. Changes 
are easily identified by color-coding. 
Anything that has been added will appear 
in green, while anything that has been 
deleted will appear in red.
 
My WatchList
My WatchList is a custom regulatory 
change management tool that allows you 
to monitor change at various levels of 
detail. It gives you quick access to only 
the information you need, while provid-
ing a clear record of what you have and 
haven’t reviewed. My WatchList is the 
easiest way for a Web Services user to 
build a custom regulatory register, which 
RegScan will automatically export to 
your online environmental management 
system.
 
LookOut Email Alert
By defining specific keywords or phrases, 
LookOut allows you receive daily Email 
alerts on State or Federal regulatory 
changes.
 
RegScan Customer Support
As part of our ongoing commitment to 
improve the RegScan user experience, 
we use a ticketing system for custom-
er support inquiries. This allows us to 
streamline requests and better serve 
you. Available 24/7, the ticketing system 

allows you to immediately report an issue 
and track the support team’s response to 
it. Every support request  is assigned a 
unique ticket number. For your reference, 
we provide complete archives and history 
of all your support requests. A valid email 
address is required to submit a ticket.
 
Schedule a Demonstration
The RegScan team will gladly demon-
strate any of our products or services for 
free. Our online demonstration sessions 
can accommodate up to 25 people, and 
we will schedule a meeting whenever it's 
convenient for you.During these inter-
active demonstrations, our experienced 
staff will go through whatever products 
or services interest you. You'll also have 
the opportunity to ask questions, and 
discuss licensing options that are tailored 
to your needs. If you decide to purchase, 
we can take of your training and support 
needs too. We frequently update our 
library of training videos, and we'll be 
happy to arrange online or in-person 
training sessions. Furthermore, our in-
house technical support team is always 
available on weekdays (except for holi-
days) between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. Eastern 
time, and online 24/7.
 
To learn more about RegScan, please 
call +1 570-323-1010, or Email info@
regscan.com. 
 
Also find us on LinkedIn and follow us on 
Twitter @RegScanOne!

www.regscan.com    •
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Plastics take 100 to 400 years to break down in a landfill. 
Every year Americans make enough plastic film to shrink-
wrap the state of Texas. Notably, 33% of all landfill waste 
originates from some kind of packaging. In addressing 
these eco-challenging issues, more and more companies are 
looking for ways to “go green” with their packaging products 
by leveraging eco-friendly, sustainable, biodegradable, or 
natural alternatives.

While helping the environment is one benefit of eco-friendly 
packaging, packing products using fewer and more sustain-
able materials reap additional rewards including: optimized 
product warehousing and stacking, a less packaging materi-
al-intensive alternative to shrink film bundling, long lasting 
durability, safety, and labor saving ease-of-use across a wide 
variety of industries. 

Midwest Precision Products, Inc. (MPP: North Royalton, OH) 
has been a world leader in providing retractable, reus-
able, self-contained cargo restraints for material handling 
applications since 1992. In a continuing effort to advance 
sustainable packaging solutions, MPP has been collaborating 
with one of the oldest thermoforming and structural foam 

molding companies in Michigan, Robinson Industries (Cole-
man, MI), to create eco-friendly systems that combine their 
“Seatbelts for Pallets” with Robinson’s returnable synthetic 
pallets.

Sustainable System Synthesis:

For many years, Robinson molded pallets and containers 
strictly for the automotive industry but, over the past few 
years, the company has expanded its operations to serve the 
retail, sporting goods, food and beverage, solar, agriculture, 
and office furniture markets.  MPP has been collaborating 
with them in the early stages of design and engineering 
for max usage for a variety of these applications to provide 
a uniquely sustainable packaging system for a myriad of 
industries.

Robinson’s reusable plastic pallets, industrial storage con-
tainers, plastic shipping containers, and custom industrial 
packaging are primarily made out of polyethylene and poly-
propylene which outperform wood pallets and crates. The 
material is lighter in weight, making them easier to handle 
for worker safety and more cost-effective to transport. Since 

Buckle-Up For A Palletable Evolution
Midwest Precision Products’ “Seatbelts For Pallets” Lock-In  

Collaborative, Sustainable, & Eco-Friendly Packaging Solutions 
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they are reusable, they offer a longer life cycle making them 
more cost-effective. 

Producing new plastic from recycled material uses only two-
thirds of the energy required to manufacture it from raw 
materials. Over 50% of Robinson’s materials are recycled 
vs. virgin resin on their products−using extruded plastic 
flat sheets, which are injection molded, thermoformed, and 
vacuumed down.

Ultimately, the system is made with a structural foam base 
and vacuum form lid with totes placed between them. Two 
trays will make up a layer, and multiple stacks go up based 
on client need. The MPP retractable belts simply attach and 
reattach per repeatable loading/unloading operations.

Key MPP Seatbelt Specs:

• 59”-to-148” working length using 1” or 2” wide  
 black polyester seatbelt style webbing.

• Male tongue end attaches to female style buckle. 

• Unit is spring biased to retract at all times. Unit will  
 “take-up” webbing slack at all times.

• All steel components are corrosion resistant with  
 zinc plating or powder coating.

MPP also conducts comprehensive testing upon each new 
lot of manufactured products in their state-of-the–art Test-
ing Laboratory to meet the highest performance specifica-
tions set by select customers and industry standards. 

Seatbelt System Savings:

This sustainable system combination 
optimizes Robinson’s recycled 
pallets with MPP’s 
retractable 

“seatbelt” straps eliminating plastic stretch wrap and the 
metal or plastic banding responsible for many injuries and 
landfill waste. As both elements in the system combine to of-
fer a repeatable asset, it is able to withstand the rough han-
dling of a typical logistics system across a multitude of years 
providing a rapid return on investment (ROI) and achieving 
a lower cost-per-trip vs. single-use expendable packaging.

Coupled with returnable synthetic pallets, MPP’s retractable 
seatbelt products are progressively replacing antiquated, 
expendable options such as shrink wrap, steel binding, and 
wood skids. Additional substantial benefits of this reusable 
packaging system include: advanced product protection, 
ergonomics, durability, potential automated interface, safety, 
and the reduction of significant annual direct disposal costs. 

Notably, labor cost reductions are also realized by reducing 
time intensive activities such as unpacking parts, consoli-
dating and separating waste, and transporting it out of the 
plant. The ability to increase line speed and affect productiv-
ity may also provide vital advantages via streamlining inte-
grated in-process and outbound material handling systems. 

Seatbelt System Applications: 

MPP’s “Seatbelts for Pallets” and Robinson have partnered 
successfully in recent years in Tier 1 Automotive market 
sectors. An ISO 9001 registered company, MPP is also a prin-
cipal GM Approved Supplier. Robinson is Tier 1 approved for 
their structural foam and vacuum-formed lids and pallets.

Typically, Tier 1 automotive customers purchase large bulks 
of MPP seatbelts in a 4-belt standard system, which includes 
Robinson’s 45” x 48” trays, tops, and bottoms. These are 
used for transport of a wide variety of automotive assembly 

components. Robinson does all 
turnkey 
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customized trays and design while collaborating with MPP 
for system usage and advanced customization. 

The strength of the systems’ collective material design 
configuration is ideal for Tier 1’s overall multiple use and 
product protection requirements, often outlasting the 6-8 
year engine cycle lifetime. Tier 1 clients typically have the 
systems tested using shake tables, etc., to ensure they meet 
their standards for system usage and customization optimi-
zation.

Big-Box retailers are also benefitting from the system’s eco-
nomic, ergonomic, and ecological versatility. In recent years, 
a major custom retailer of home furnishings based out of 
Europe has adopted the system to optimize their customized 
usage needs. Robinson’s 35” x 80” trays, tops, and bottoms 
(often with unique shaped lids) combine with MPP’s retrac-
tors/buckles in a simple turn one-down, turn one-up, and 
lock configuration.

The 80” footprint was required to custom fit the client’s 
long-shaped, slim-lined products into trucks. The system 
is designed for a 6-8 year reuse cycle, with a replacement 
system in place for MPP’s seatbelts (if needed).

Buckle-Up Conclusion / Expansion:

The MPP/Robinson seatbelts and pallets system is provid-
ing retailers and manufacturers with an edge in meeting 
demanding economic and environmental production goals. 

Whereas key vertical markets including Material Handling, 
Automotive, Food & Beverage, and Pharmaceutical are 
currently implementing the system, growing market sectors 
such as big-box e-commerce retailers are adopters on the 
horizon. Key players in these booming markets are currently 
conducting time, safety, and ergonomic analytic studies vs. 
antiquated stretch wrap and strapping systems.

According to MPP’s President Jeff Rogers, “Many potential 
clients don’t know the seatbelt system−so education is par-
amount for retailers and manufacturers to take advantage 
of the “green” reusable, sustainable seatbelts and pallets 
system benefits.”

Robinson’s Sales Manager Mark Weidner stated, “We see 
more and more companies trying to reduce their waste and 
scrap to zero. The ultimate goal is that nothing goes to the 
landfill. Our system’s collective benefits help them achieve 
this goal−along with other benefits such as nesting design 
for max usage, space, and ergonomics.” 

CORPORATE PROFILE: Midwest Precision Pallets, Inc. (MPP) is the world 
leader in providing retractable, self-contained cargo restraints for 
material handling applications in key industries including: the Material 
Handling, Automotive, Food & Beverage, and Pharmaceutical−amongst 
others.. Our “Seatbelts for Pallets” products, coupled with returnable 
synthetic pallets, replace costly and antiquated shrink wrap, steel binding, 
and wood skids. MPP is a principal GM Approved Supplier and remains the 
only ISO 9001:2008 registered company in the industry.

© 2016 MIDWEST PRECISION PRODCUTS, INC. 
 
www.seatbeltsforpallets.com    •
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With nearly 16,000 plastic manufacturing facilities in the 
United States, and 4,000 in Canada, each operating a multitude 
of machines, the investment in capital equipment for plastic 
injection, extrusion and blow molding is immense.  So, too, 
are the demands for timely and cost effective repair and/or 
replacement of component parts to keep the equipment in good 
working order.

Given the vast array of mechanical, hydraulic and electronic 
parts involved, the seemingly straightforward task of 
maintaining the equipment is often more of a logistical 
nightmare that involves farming out components to a variety of 
specialty repair shops with variable capabilities, quality, pricing 
and turnaround time.  

Fortunately, the repair services industry is responding by 
broadening its capabilities to provide more of a one-stop-shop 
service for plastic molders, often with facilities strategically 
located near major manufacturers or manufacturing regions.

Molding Equipment

Although the equipment today varies in form and function, the 
basic process of plastics molding often involves components 
common to other industries.  For example, in plastic injection 
molding, heating elements, servo motors, gear boxes, brake 
assemblies, actuators, and hydraulic devices play a critical role 
in filling, clamping, and ejection control operations. 

One-Stop Repair for Plastic Molding Equipment
Plastics manufacturers speed repairs and reduce costs by working with single source for 

full gamut of molding machine repairs from mechanical to hydraulic to electronic
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In addition there are sophisticated electronic elements, such 
as PLC controllers to HMI control panels that are designed to 
display real-time status information and alarm monitoring 
while also recording critical data for analysis.

For high volume production, high speed linear 3-axis servo 
gantries and robots, sprue pickers, and side entry robots, 
may be used for operations such as part removal, stacking, 
sorting, packaging, part handling and inspection.  

Given the variety and complexity of machine components, 
repair or replacement often involves sending specific 
components out to specialty repair shops.  For example, a 
hydraulic component repair shop does not have the capability 
to also repair motors, a motor repair shop cannot replace power 
supplies, I/O, memory or communication cards in sophisticated 
PLC systems and robotic equipment must also be repaired at a 
dedicated facility.

However, where these services can converge are with larger 
international repair service companies such as K+S Services. 
Due to size and expertise in many industries from automotive 
to aerospace, they are equipped to offer an 
array of repair services under one roof.  

For the plastics industry specifically, it 
is rare to find a repair service company 
such as K+S, that offers the full gamut of 
repair and replacement services for plastic 
injection, blow molding and extrusion 
equipment.

This includes the repair or replacement of components, 
including major manufacturer brands for the mechanical 
(servo motors, gear boxes and gear reducers, brake assemblies, 
vacuum pumps and blowers, air/fluid pumps, ballscrews) to 
the hydraulic (pumps, motors, cylinders, rotary actuators, servo 
valves).  

In addition, the company can handle sophisticated 
electronic components including, replacement of 
controller cards for power supply, I/O, communication 
and memory, as well as HMI control panels.  For robotic 
elements, K+S draws on its extensive expertise in the 
automotive manufacturing industry.

Regardless of the type of part, it is important to look for a 
repair company that will conduct an initial evaluation to 
identify the probable cause of failure, and then repair and test 
the part according to the manufactures specifications and test 
procedures. 

Proximity of Repairs

K+S Services is also unique in the repair service business as 
it pursued a strategic model of expansion by opening new 
locations in close proximity to existing major plants, as well 
as geographic regions that attract and support U.S.-based 
manufacturing.  

The company now operates eleven facilities across the globe, 
including the U.S., Mexico, Canada, and Europe.  More than just 
a store front with a lone representative that coordinates with 
a larger office, these repair facilities are fully equipped and 
functioning shops with managers, technicians and spare parts 
at each location.

Proximity, after all, has many advantages for the manufacturer.  
First and foremost, having a repair service in close proximity 
means repairs can be completed faster and the maximum 
possible uptime maintained.  Today, most manufacturing plants 
need replacement parts quickly due to decreased on site spare 
parts inventory. 

In the event of an emergency, turnaround time is practically 
negligible. Cases exist where a part has been picked up in the 

morning, repaired, tested, and returned 
that same day.

If physical proximity in terms of location 
has its benefits, there is no relationship 
closer than having a repair service 
representative stationed within the plant 
itself.    

In K+S’ Smart Total Asset Management 
Program (STAMP), customers are assigned a full-time, on-site 
account manager to serve as a one-stop facilitator and manager 
of all repairable assets within a specific plant.

This includes tracking all repairs, expediting when required, 
shipping or delivering to and from the nearby repair facility, 
maintaining database integrity, streamlining and stabilizing 
procedures, generating a wide variety of reports and keeping 
the customer informed throughout the process. 

Proof of the success of this business model rests with the 
number of corporations ascribing to it. Major companies such 
as Continental, GM, Fire Stone, Ford, Goodyear, GE Air, Chrysler, 
and UTC are current STAMP customers. K+S successfully 
services well over 800 manufacturers.

For more information, contact K+S Services, Inc. Headquarters; 
15677 Noecker Way; Southgate, MI 48195; (734) 1-374-0400 or 
800-542-1331; sales@k-and-s.com.

www.k-and-s.com    •
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Sunnen’s new SVL-2115 automated lapping machine brings increased productivity and part consistency to what is traditionally 
a manual process. Based on the same machine platform as the popular SV-2100 honing system, the SVL-2115 provides single setup 
processing of hydraulic valves, sleeves, fuel system components and other parts that are prone to distortion when honed. The 
walkaway system uses an index table to automatically lap and air gage bores throughout the cycle. Gage readings are fed back to the 
control and the cycle is repeated until the parts are within spec.

“Automated lapping is more consistent than manual and there are fewer workers with the skills necessary for precision manual 
lapping. For very expensive parts an automatic lapping process reduces the possibility of ruined parts due to human error,” said Phil 
Hanna, Product Manager, Sunnen. “Since lapping is usually the last process during the machining of a workpiece, if the lapping is 
not correct all the work to get the part produced up to that point is wasted.”

The Sunnen lapping system handles workpiece diameters from 6.5 to 20 mm (0.26 to 0.70 in) and lengths up to 12 times the bore 
diameter, not to exceed 200 mm (7.87 in). Spindle speed range is 100-2000 rpm during lapping, but is capable of slow speeds for 
non-powered steps, such as lapping paste application or slow-rotation bore entry. Stroker speed is 0-350 SPM, with stroke length 
optimized to achieve a high degree of cylindricity.

“This system is a time-saver and it frees operators to run another machine, or handle other job floor duties,” added Hanna. “Opera-
tors load the workpiece into the fixture and start the lapping cycle, the cycle ends when the part is in tolerance.”

Sunnen has developed laps and gage probes to accompany this new system, and easy tooling and probe changeovers accommo-
date frequent changes during the course of a shift. A stack light allows operators to monitor cycle completions or faults from a 
distance, while a light curtain is standard. The lapping system is available with Sunnen’s new SVF filtration system.

www.sunnen.com    •

Sunnen’s Latest Bore Finishing Machine “Laps” 

the Field on Productivity 

 New SVL-2115 is a multi-
stage automated lapping 
machine that laps and air 
gages bores in one setup, 
freeing operator time and 
increasing part consistency.
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TIPS AD INDEX

Company Pg. Website

ACO Pacific 9 www.acopacific.com

Amerex 24 www.amerex-fire.com

American Technical Publishers 7 www.atplearning.com

ANSI IFC www.webstore.ansi.org/sitelicense

Burch Mfg 9 www.burchmfg.com

Carnie Cap 15 www.carniecap.com

Compliance Solutions 13 www.csregs.com

Coveralls Direct 9 www.coverallsdirect.net

Federal Knife BC www.federalknife.com

Herculock 8 www.herculock.com

Jesco 1 www.jesco.com

Ladder Port 17, 21 www.ladderport.com

NECA 19 www.necaconvention.org

RegScan 3, IBC www.regscan.com

Safety Through Engineering 21 www.ste4u.com

Value Rail 17, 23 www.valuerail.com

Webb Corporation 5 www.webbcorporation.com

Wooster Products 2 www.wooster-products.com

ISO 9001 & 14001
OHSAS 18001

CERTIFIED

Amerex Corporation
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Ph: (205) 655-3271 w Fax: 800-654-5980
email: sales@amerex-fire.com
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