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Safety is
everyone’s
ponsibility.
• Follow all applicable local, state or provincial
and national standards.

• Replacement parts
• All above completed by qualified personnel

Verification before commissioning new
equipment:
• Verification of equipment suitability
• Review of assembly and installation instructions
• Ensuring the correct load ratings of equipment

Inspection classification:
• Initial inspection prior to use
• Frequent inspection - visual examinations
monthly, weekly or daily depending on use
• Periodic inspections - Normal service - yearly
- Heavy service - semiannually
- Special or infrequent service

Follow lifting device safe operating practices:
A. Operated only by qualified personnel:
B. The lifting device shall not be overloaded
C. Lifting of loads in accordance to procedures
D. Check all connections
E. Never lift people or loads over people
Internal audits:
• Check general construction
• Preventive maintenance
• Adjustments and repairs

Load indictors and load limiters to control
capacity:
• Enhanced worker safety
• No costly dropped loads
• No structural damage to property
Not all your obligations are listed above. Please
consult and abide by all local, state or provincial
and national standards.
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Industrial Strength
Netting

Can be a Simple Way to Ensure
Factory Warehouse Safety & Security

RackGuard used to prevent
products from falling

In warehouse and manufacturing operations, safety should always be a top priority. But while
most warehouses and manufacturing plants have safety plans in place, accidents may still occur. Using
specially designed industrial safety netting is a simple and economical way to protect your factory or
warehouse from costly incidents, saving time, money, and potentially even lives. It can also play an
important role in plant security, providing a barrier that prevents people from reaching into areas that
should be off-limits.

Marking hazard zones and creating
safety barriers
A critical starting point for safety is to clearly
lay out the potential hazard zones on a factory or
warehouse floor. Mark the zones where forklifts
and other machinery pass through, and keep these
markings bright. Although people may already be
familiar with the pathways, an eye-catching reminder
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painted onto the floor is an easy way to promote
safety on a hectic day.
In addition to marking the hazard zone,
consider a more physical marker or barrier on the
plant floor itself to help avoid a potentially dangerous
accident. A simple approach to separating potentially
dangerous machinery from workers who shouldn’t
get too close is to use mesh, wire, or plastic netting
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as a guard around machinery. This goes a long way to
keeping people or clothing from inadvertently getting
into a moving gear or sprocket.
If your plant has machinery on the factory
floor that could catch an unwary worker off-guard, for
example, a water-heater, clearly marking the area and
even fencing it off entirely is a good way to prevent
unwanted contact, and avoid damaging equipment.
Everyday sights – even if the image is a potentially
dangerous piece of machinery – rarely register
consciously as something of which to be wary. So
something to remind busy, distracted
workers where these danger zones
are is a key way to keep operations
running smoothly as well as safely.

of netting is possibly the easiest way to prevent injury
to workers and damage to products from falling boxes
and debris. This type of netting also provides a seethrough wall for easy product identification.
According to industry veteran David Brentz,
a Vice President at Minneapolis -based Industrial
Netting, warehouse safety netting protects people
from falling objects and helps minimize damage to
products. He adds, “Nobody wants injuries to affect
the lives of coworkers and their families – and they’re
expensive. In addition to protecting people, you’re

Safety netting for warehouse & storage areas
Safety netting is an economical
but effective way to keep a warehouse

Example of netting used as a hazard
zone barrier

or storage area as safe as possible.
The most common application is for
pallet rack safety, especially for vertical
installations in warehouses to keep
boxes or parts from falling off a storage
shelf. Recommended as a simple but
important safety precaution, this type
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trying to minimize damage to products. If a box falls or
is knocked off a shelf, the item inside may be damaged
or destroyed. Safety netting is designed to prevent that
fall.”
For example, Industrial Netting’s RackGuard
pallet rack safety netting is a UV stabilized
polypropylene mesh designed for vertical applications
on shelving and racks as a containment net. It provides
economical protection from falling boxes, pallets, or
parts and is available in a variety of mesh sizes and
tensile strengths. In most cases, the standard duty
product (tensile strength of 850 lbs./
feet) is used for this application, and
installed as a vertical wall to keep
boxes or parts from falling from
storage racks.

warehouse floor. Rather than simply using a railing to
keep people from potentially tipping over the edge, a
mezzanine guard rail screen made of netting creates
a protective barrier to keep tools, cans, or small parts
from inadvertently being kicked or knocked off a
mezzanine into a work area or a factory floor below.
Explains Brentz, “ Much like having a railing
around a deck in a home, you not only want to protect
the people standing or working above, but also keep in
mind the safety of those below who could either be hit
by these falling objects or trip over them later.”

Mezzanine safety
Mezzanine safety is another
area in which netting plays an
important role. Mezzanines have
safety standards requiring railings.
OSHA regulations stipulate that the
top railing of a mezzanine guard rail
system must be at least 39 inches.
The actual specification is 42 inches,
plus or minus 3 inches, so the guard

Example of netting for mezzanine
protection

rail system has to be a minimum of
39 inches above the walkway or the
working level of that mezzanine.
Using netting as an addition to
mezzanine rails helps prevent objects
from being unintentionally bumped
from the higher level onto a factory or
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Lighter duty material, for example, diamond
mesh netting that resembles very small plastic chain
link fence, is typically used for mezzanine guard rails.
It’s also effective on a mezzanine for making sure
that large bolts don’t get inadvertently kicked off, or
keeping small parts from getting scattered on the floor
and then kicked off past the rail onto the floor below.

Using netting for security applications
Lighter duty diamond mesh safety netting can
also be used as an inexpensive security barrier. The
small opening on this type of netting keeps fingers
out of places where they do not belong. This applies
both to warehouses filled with valuable products or
around a tool crib in a manufacturing facility, where
small parts or small tools might disappear if they were
unattended.

helps minimizes pilferage by preventing people from
reaching into areas where they should not have access.
It provides an inexpensive physical fence to prevent
people from just going into an area and grabbing a
handful of tools equipment and walking out with
them. Diamond plastic mesh safety netting is an
inexpensive product to install, part because it is easy
to cut to shape if it has to fit around irregular corners
or have small service areas cut out of it. It can be
trimmed to size with wire cutters. This type of mesh
essentially creates an open air fence, or a temporary
see through wall.
Rather than waiting until a safety or security
incident happens to change procedures and correct
the problem, the better plan is to prevent accidents
from happening in the first place. Industrial safety
netting is a simple and economical component of your
warehouse safety plan.

At some distribution centers stocked with
valuable products, this diamond mesh safety netting
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COTTONFIBERQUICKCHANGEDISCS
REMOVESMALLWELDS&BREAKEDGES
A full line of cotton fiber quick change discs that are ideal for removing small welds and machine
tool marks, edge breaking, and related finishing tasks is available from Rex-Cut Abrasives of Fall River,
Massachusetts.
Rex-Cut Cotton Fiber Quick Change Discs are rigid enough to reach into small corners, yet
flexible for use on flat and contoured surfaces to remove small welds and break edges.  Constantly
revealing fresh abrasives as they work, they are made from multiple layers of reinforced non-woven
cotton which are impregnated with abrasive grains and then pressed and bonded together and fitted
with Type R and Type S style fasteners.
Capable of grinding and finishing in one step, Rex-Cut Cotton Fiber Quick Change Discs provide
smooth, controlled grinding action
with no smearing on titanium and
stainless steel and are non-loading
on aluminum, Kevlar®, and other
composites.  Designed for use
with right angle grinders, they are
available in 2” and 3” sizes with
aluminum oxide and silicon carbide
abrasives, in seven different grain sizes
and three different bonds.
Rex-Cut Cotton Fiber Quick
Change Discs are priced according
to size and quantity.  Free samples
and price quotations are available
upon request.
For more information contact:
Rex-Cut Abrasives
Kate Ouellette, Marketing Manager
960 Airport Rd.
Fall River, MA 02720
(800) 225-8182 FAX (800) 638-8501
e-mail: kateo@rexcut.com
www.rexcut.com
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Cognex Announces 9-inch
Touch Screen for its
Vision and ID Systems
Larger display gives operators more control

Gain complete visualization of your vision applications with the
VisionView® 900 industrial operator panel for In-Sight® vision
systems and Ethernet-ready DataMan® barcode readers.

Cognex® Corporation (NASDAQ: CGNX), the world’s leading supplier of machine vision
systems, announced the release of the VisionView® 900 industrial operator panel for
both In-Sight® vision systems and Ethernet-ready DataMan® barcode readers. The
larger nine-inch display allows operators to quickly identify issues on the manufacturing
line so they can respond promptly; improving quality and reducing downtime.

Increased price performance
The VisionView 900 offers four times the price performance of previous panels as well as the
environmental and software capabilities operators expect in an industrial-strength interface. The
nine-inch, IP65-rated touch screen allows users to view images and overlay graphics for up to nine
In-Sight or DataMan systems simultaneously without requiring a PC on the factory floor.
18
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In addition to viewing inspection results onscreen, operators can easily modify inspection
parameters, adjust camera focus and load and save jobs previously configured on the
vision system. They can also save images, for subsequent troubleshooting and process
optimization, using either the Ethernet network or one of the built-in USB ports. Password
protection regulates the operator’s control over regions of interest and vision tool parameters.

For speed and greater control
“The VisionView 900 operator display image update rate now supports lines speeds up to
600 parts per minute,” says Herbert Lade, Vice President and Business Unit Manager, Vision
Systems, “while the larger nine-inch format increases the operator’s effective span of control.”
The VisionView 900 display joins the existing suite of Cognex visualization options:
•

VisionView PC software has all the operator panel features, plus the flexibility to use any
display that can be connected to a PC.

•

The VisionView CE software option offers all the standard features and enables operators
to view applications using large Rockwell or Siemens CE panels.

•

VisionView VGA provides “control room” viewing of images and results without display size
limits. The VisionView VGA adapter supports VGA touch screen displays and displays of
different resolutions.

The new VisionView 900 panel-mount display is available now. For more information, or to
download a free trial version of VisionView software, visit http://www.cognex.com/visionview.

About Cognex
Cognex Corporation designs, develops, manufactures and markets machine vision and industrial
ID systems, or devices that can “see.” Cognex vision and ID systems are used around the
world for a wide range of inspection, identification and guidance applications throughout the
manufacturing and distribution process. Cognex is the world’s leader in the machine vision
and industrial ID industries, having shipped more than 800,000 systems, representing over $3
billion in cumulative revenue, since the company’s founding in 1981. Headquartered in Natick,
Massachusetts, USA, Cognex has regional offices and distributors located throughout North
America, Europe, Asia, Japan and Latin America. For details, visit Cognex on-line at http://www.
cognex.com.
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TIPS Mag • Industry News
New Report: MEMS Front-End Manufacturing
Trends
Changes in mems manufacturing will drive the
equipment & materials market from $378m to
$512m for equipment and $136m to $248m
for materials between 2012-2018. Innovative
processes are fueling the MEMS equipment &
materials market, following a cyclical up/downturn similar to what the mainstream IC equipment market underwent.
http://bit.ly/XBgYFU

Bosch contributes more than $420,000 to
Greenville Technical College
Bosch Rexroth has committed more than
$400,000 worth of training equipment to Greenville Technical College, in addition to a $20,000
Bosch Community Fund grant, to support the
creation of a mobile hydraulic lab and curriculum. Through donations such as this, Bosch
continues to assist educational institutions in
developing science, technology, engineering and
math (STEM) skills of the next generation.

Texas Iron and Metal Announces New Website
and Stock Book
Recently, the company has updated its website
and released a new stock book to better serve
its customers. The Website has been revamped
so that it is more user-friendly, with added details
and descriptions on the available products. The
stock book has been revised and updated so that
it is more detailed, comprehensive and current
with the company’s existing inventory.
www.texasironandmetal.com

Bend-IT Inc. Now Offering Pipe Rolling Among
Metal Bending Services
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Recently, Bend-IT, Inc. has announced that it is
now offering pipe rolling as one of its metal bending services. The new addition to the company’s
list of services will allow it to more comprehensively meet the needs of its customers. This service is available for a number of materials, and
these include brass, copper, stainless or carbon
steel, aluminum and others.
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